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of the Peninsular army on its disbandment was destined im-
mediately for service in that country. Amongst these was
Harry Smith, recommended for the contingent by his friend
Colonel Colborne of the 52nd.
You have been so unlucky [said Colborne] after all your gallant and im-
portant service, in not getting your Majority, * you must not be idle . . .
" Thank you, sir," replied the somewhat disconsolate Harry, " I will
be ready. This is a kind act of yours " ; but [he continues] as I knew
I must leave behind my young, fond and devoted wife, my heart was
ready to burst, and all my visions for our mutual happiness were banished
in search of the bubble reputation. I shall never forget her frenzied
grief when, with a sort of despair, I imparted the inevitable separation
that we were doomed to suffer, after all our escapes, fatigue and privation.
. . . She bore it, as she did everything, when the energies of her power-
ful mind were called forth, exclaiming, " It is for your advantage, and
neither of us must repine." *
Nevertheless the parting was terrible.
God only knows [records the devoted husband] the number of stagger-
ing and appalling dangers I had faced ; but thank the Almighty I never
was unmanned until now, and I leaped on my horse by that impulse
which guides the soldier to do his duty.2
There was someone else to whom the conclusion of
European peace did not spell rest and relaxation after years of
toil, and that was Lord Wellington himself, who but changed
one service for another, and accepted without hesitation the
difficult and delicate post of British Ambassador in Paris, at
the urgent request of the Government he served, who felt
that the situation at such a period could only be held by
1 Sir Harry Smith^ VoL /, pp. 182^ 183, 284.      2 /&</., p. 188*
* Colonel Colborne had recommended Harry Smith for his Majority
after crossing the Bidassoa, but it was afterwards found that in so doing
Smith would be jumping over the heads of about twenty in his own
regiment.    " A pity by G------," was Wellington's comment on learning
of this fact, " Colborne and the Brigade are so anxious about It, and he
[Harry Smith] deserves anything " (Autobiography of Sir Harry Smithy
Vol. I, p. i3a).
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